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Episode 69 – Fatma Mili – Human Intelligence 
 

The Poetics of Data 
 
And now a personal word, 
 
Thoughts of artificial intelligence conjure a future that is half Metropolis and half Blade 
Runner. We can imagine highly stylized cityscapes where the elite are served by 
androids and machines connected to a vast neural network of data and algorithms. We 
can see the driverless cars and smart homes and cryptocurrencies. We can answer any 
question in any language instantly by voice command. We can experience virtual reality 
and entertainment on demand streamed from the clouds.  
 
We can also imagine all our unconscious prejudices and biases programmed into the 
applications we use. We can see corporations and governments owning the information 
that we publish. We can experience hordes of bots manipulating our emotions and 
behavior in our civic life and politics. We can yield decision-making to artificial 
intelligence that determines what we learn, where we work, and whom we date.  
 
We don’t have to imagine them. All these things are happening. We are experiencing 
tectonic changes to the world. 
 
Fatma Mili is thinking deeply about computer science education. In October 2018, in a 
UNC Charlotte College of Computing and Informatics blogpost entitled “We Shall 
Graduate Giants,” she wrote, “Deep down, we know that technical competence is only a 
piece of the puzzle. Deep down, we hope that as [students] acquire the technical 
competence, [they] also develop the human capacities that define an educated, 
thoughtful human being and citizen.”  
 
Fatma and her colleagues are examining the very purpose of education. They have 
defined three guiding values: 
 

• To acknowledge inequity and commit to do everything in their power to address 
it. 

• To take responsibility for the ethical implications of technology in everything they 
do. 

• To value community and the well-being and sense of worth of all members. 
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Her ambition is to ensure “graduates are equipped with outsized ears and eyes to see 
and hear others, outsized hearts to embrace communities small and large, and outsized 
brains to ask probing questions, form independent opinions, and create innovative 
sustainable solutions.” Her institution and colleges of computer science and informatics 
must do these things. Our future is in the balance.  
 
The day after my conversation with Fatma, I went to a presentation hosted by UNC 
Charlotte entitled The Poetics of Data: A Conversation with Refik Anadol. Anadol is a 
digital media artist. He in the visionary behind Interconnected, a new public art project 
at Charlotte Douglas International Airport that, according to a description of the project 
circulated by UNC Charlotte at the event, “converts three massive LED screens into an 
ever-changing digital artwork modeled on real-time airport operations data ranging 
from flight times and shuttle bus circulation to departures and arrivals.” 
 
The art installation is stunning, grand, bold, an immersion into what Anadol called 
“data dramatization.” He is creating visual, sculptural narratives of data flows that 
redefine space. I have gone to the airport just to look at the digital screens. The screens 
are mesmerizing.  
 
We live in the most interesting times. 
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