
 

 

 

 1    |    onlifeandmeaning.com 
 

 
 

Episode 76 – Dan Murrey – I and Thou 
 

Will and Grace 
 
And now a personal word, 

 
There is a green and white paperback book on my shelf that I opened again after many 
years.  The name of the book is ‘I and Thou’ by Martin Buber.  As I listened to Dan 
Murrey talk about the sacred space that exists between people in relationship, I was 
reminded of the essay written by Buber in 1923 that was later translated from the 
German to English by Professor Walter Kaufmann to become the book published in 
1970 on my shelf. 
 
Philosophers classify Buber as an existentialist.  Existentialism is a philosophy of radical 
humanism.  It focuses on an individual’s pursuit of identity and meaning.  
Existentialism asserts that it is our responsibility as free and conscious beings to create 
meaning out of life and to develop an authentic essence.  What we are is the result of our 
choices alone.  We are responsible for the essence we create and the existence we 
experience.  We are also responsible for creating a world in which others can live 
authentically. 
 
Most existentialists reject the supernatural or the reality of a God.  But not all.  Some 
existentialists work to reconcile radical humanism within a religious framework.  Martin 
Buber believed in God and in a sacred realm.  
 
But where does God reside?  In the heavens?  In our heart?  Buber believed otherwise.  
He believed God resides in the space in between humans in relation to each other. 
 
God is in how we address each other in the space between ourselves.  Buber asserted 
that there are two basic word-pairs that define our modes of existence: ‘I-It’ and ‘I-
Thou.’   
 
‘I-It’ is a relation in which we objectify the other.  The other could be a person, nature or 
God.  Our ego asks ‘what can you do for me?’  We are only partially engaged based on 
what we already know about the other.  The exchange is manipulative and transactional. 
 
‘I-Thou’ is a relation in which we are fully present.  The encounter is one of mystery and 
curiosity.  The space between is charged with honor and awe.  There is humility in what 
we do not know.  The moment is devotional and transformative. 
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I-Thou cannot arise out of choice alone.  We cannot simply will I-Thou into being.  I-
Thou also is the result of grace, or serendipity or God’s unmerited favor.  I-Thou 
requires will and grace. 
 
Buber referred to God as The Eternal Thou or where the lines of relationship meet.  
Every I-Thou is a glimpse of The Eternal Thou.  When we pray we address God directly.  
We enter into relation with the divine. 
 
Buber also noted that our modern technological life proliferates I-It over the I-Thou.  
We become capricious, not believing in sacred encounters, not knowing how to relate to 
each other.  We only know the feverish world out there and the desire to use it. 
 
We can return to I-Thou if we live differently.  If we make authentic existential choices.  
Which brings me back to Dan Murrey.  In his home there is an attention to space.  There 
is art on the walls.  Musical instruments to play.  Pottery on shelves.  Story and love 
abound.  The space between informs who people are and what happens.   
 
Dan speaks powerfully about I-Thou.  His choices are a testament to will and grace.  
Spend a few minutes with him: his considerations are profoundly ethical.  Dan asks 
questions about what we are doing and what effect our actions have on the world.  He 
aspires.  He fixes.  He reduces complexity and enhances dignity.  He helps others live 
vital lives. 
 
I wrote in the margins of ‘I and Thou’ years ago a sentence that is the radical humanism 
of Dan Murrey today: “True community comes into being when we stand in living, 
reciprocal relationship to one other.” 
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